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SUBJECT: ITALIAN GOVERNMENT CRISIS 
DIA FOR A2 AND DI5 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: OUTGOING PRIME MINISTER RUMOR HAS ACCEPTED 
PRESIDENT LEONE'S REQUEST THAT HE ATTEMPT TO EORM NEW GOVERNMENT, 
AND HAS DECLARED THAT HIS GOAL IS RENEWAL OE LULL FOUR-PARTY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 03170 061810Z 

CENTER -I .EFT COALITION. HOWEVER, MAJOR DOUBT EXISTS THAT 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


REPUBLICANS WILL AGREE TO PARTICIPATE. SHOULD THEY REEUSE, 

ATTENTION WILL EOCUS UPON POSSIBILITIES EOR EORMING A THREE- 
PARTY COALITION, THAT MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT BE PROMISED REPUBLICAN 
SUPPORT IN PARLIAMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS EXPECTED, PRESIDENT LEONE LATE MORNING MARCH 6 FORMALLY 
REQUESTED PRIME MINISTER RUMOR TO ATTEMPT TO FORM A SUCCESSOR 
GOVERNMENT. RUMOR GAVE CUSTOMARY CONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE AND 
STATED HE WOULD COMMENCE HIS CONSULTATIONS TONIGHT. SCOPE OF 
LEONE'S MANDATE TO RUMOR WAS NOT PUBLICLY SPECIFIED, BUT ON 
LEAVING QUIRINALE PALACE RUMOR TOLD NEWSMEN HIS GOAL IS TO 
RECONSTITUTE FULL FOUR-PARTY CENTER-LEFT, AS CALLED FOR BY DC 
DIRECTIVE BODIES. THIS DECLARATION IS IN HARMONY WITH INDICATIONS 
REPORTED REFTEL THAT DC LEADERSHIP FEARS PREMATURE TALK 

OF THREE-PARTY ALTERNATIVE WOULD JEOPARDIZE PROSPECTS FOR 
PREFERABLE FOUR-PARTY SOLUTION. SIMILARLY, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
SECRETARY ORLANDI URGED MARCH 5 THAT CENTER-LEFT LEADERS ADDRESS 
THEMSELVES AT THIS STAGE ONLY TO GOAL OF FOUR-PARTY COALITION. 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF VIRTUALLY UNANIMOUS REJECTION OF REPUBLICAN 
PROPOSAL THAT ALL FOUR-PARTY SECRETARIES PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNMENT, 
IT IS GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT ANY FOUR-PARTY GOVERNMENT WOULD 
NOT INCLUDE LA MALFA HIMSELF. 

3. MEANWHILE OUR REPUBLICAN CONTACTS ARE INDICATING 
PROGRESSIVELY NEGATIVE ASSESSMENTS OF LIKELIHOOD OF ANY REPUBLICAN 
PARTICIPATION. DEFINITIVE PRI POSITION WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

BEFORE MEETING OF PARTY DIRECTORATE SCHEDULED FOR EVENING OF 
MARCH 6. VOLPE 
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